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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

H

appy Thanksgiving, folks. It’s hard to believe that it’s that time of
year already. It’s this time of the year that we all need to reflect on
what we have, what we have given, what we have accomplished and weigh that
against what we see in our everyday work. Can we do more? Should we do more?
Can we help out our neighbors?
By reflecting on our good fortunes versus what others have/don’t have, we can appreciate where our lives
have taken us. We have a roof over our heads, food in
our bodies, access to medical care and a steady income.
That shows that your life is in a much better place than
most people that you deal with on a daily basis. And,
for that… you should be thankful.
Speaking of those that are less fortunate than us, we
have an opportunity ahead of us to do some amazing
things for some under privileged children throughout
our county. The FOP Cops and Kids Christmas
Shopping Event is less than 2 weeks away and will be
held on Saturday, December 2, 2017.
If you haven’t already done so, please sign up on the
volunteer sheet at your agency before Friday November
24. So far, we have 89 kids from 56 families from 18
elementary schools. It may not be possible to take all of
them because the funds might not stretch that far, but
we’ll take those that we can.
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(Continued on page 4-Thanksgiving

MEETING IN FELLOWSHIP AND BROTHERHOOD THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH

Next Gathering — Tuesday, November 21, 2017
Meeting Time - 5:30 pm; Dinner 6:30
“A mistake repeated more than once, is a decision.” - Paul Coehlo
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2018 DUES

I

nvoices for the “P” Lodge self-pay dues members have been emailed/snail-mailed already.
Thank you all of you who have already responded. If you have not yet sent in your dues,
please do so at your earliest convenience.
Per Article IX—Dues and Initiation Fees Section 1, of the “P” Lodge Constitution and Bylaws,
all dues for the upcoming year are to be paid no later than November 1 prior to that year unless the
member is on a payroll deduct payment method.
Therefore, if you are a self-pay member of the “P” Lodge, please forward your dues as soon as you
can as our first half per-capita payment is due by November 1 per the schedule below.
The only increase this year was in the per-capita amount. so the dues for 2018 are:
Active Duty Membership
Retired-Full Membership
Retired-Per Capita Only
Retired-Insurance Only
(Until age 70 only)
Please help the lodge save a few bucks by sending in
your payment now to:

$114.00
$ 86.16
$ 42.96
$ 43.20

PLEASE

Alan Mefferd, Financial Secretary
FOP Lima Lodge #21
750 West Robb Ave.
Lima, OH 45801-2758

There are still many
unpaid dues.
Please remit your
payment as soon as possible as we have already
paid the first half of the
2018 per capita on your
behalf.
Reminder notices
have already been
mailed.

For every member who pays timely, we won’t have to send a reminder in
the mail and that will save us time and postage. You can also pay your dues at the next meeting and
save the cost of the stamp yourself, too.

F

or the “A” Lodge dues, the amount has not changed. It is still only $35 per year. Please
bring your dues to the next meeting, or remit your payment to:
John Corken, Treasurer
FOPA Lodge #8
P.O. Box 1681
Lima, OH 45802-1681

Pay Du
es

Please don’t forget to pay your dues as we count on this money for operating expenses also. The
sooner you take care of it, the less you’ll have to worry about whether you’ve paid it, or not.
Back to Page 1
FOP #21 and FOPA #8

750 W. ROBB AVE,

Lima, Ohio 45801-2758
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THE POWER OF THINKING SMALL
Why positive change begins with
small, deliberate steps
By Jesse Williams & Randy Larcher
Sep 20, 2017

A

few months ago I listened
to retired Ohio State Highway Patrol Captain Bob Welsh discuss the phenomenon known as “the butterfly effect.” The butterfly effect in essence posits that
when a butterfly flaps its wings in one part of the
world, the ripple effect can cause a hurricane on
the other side of the world. Our actions, however
small they may seem at the time, can likewise have
far-reaching consequences.

Round Top enabled the Union to win the Battle of
Gettysburg. Had he failed to defend the flank, the
Union likely would have lost Gettysburg.
Many historians believe that the battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the war. If the south
had won at Gettysburg, they likely would have won
the war.

If the Confederacy had won the Civil War, the
United States would have ceased to exist. America
as we know it today would probably look more like
modern-day Europe, with many small nation-states
Bob has a way of captivating audiences with his rather than one united country.
storytelling abilities, and on this day he told the
About 90 years after Chamberlain’s charge,
story of Colonel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain,
Adolf Hitler embarked on a war to conquer the
who was instrumental in defending the Union flank nations of the earth. He met relatively little reduring the bloody Battle of Gettysburg. As the 15th sistance in subduing a divided Europe. The world’s
and 47th Alabama regiments repeatedly charged
saving grace was a country large enough and powLittle Round Top Hill with the intent of breaching erful enough to fight a war on two major fronts to
the flank, Colonel Chamberlain and his hardy band defeat both Germany and Japan. If the United
of Maine soldiers bravely withstood the onslaught. States were divided—as likely would have been the
However, they ultimately ran out of ammunition
case given a different outcome at Gettysburg—
after another charge and retreat from the Alabama what would our world look like today?
soldiers.
And all this because of one man’s decision to
In the calm between that last retreat and the
next advance he knew was coming, Colonel Chamberlain gave the command, “Fix bayonets!” His
men did so, and went on the offensive by charging
down the hill and surprising, then overwhelming,
the confederate soldiers. Bob remarked that this
one decision had a ripple effect that can be felt
even today if we pause to ponder it.

“Fix bayonets!”
Small Decision, Big Results
So what does this have to do with you and me?
I have been fascinated recently with the idea that
small things lead to great things. Small decisions,
however insignificant they may seem at the time,
can literally change history.

Chamberlain’s successful defense of Little

(Continued on page 4)

Back to Page 1
FOP #21 and FOPA #8

750 W. ROBB AVE,

Lima, Ohio 45801-2758
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Listen a little more than you talk.

(Continued from page 3)

As Mother Teresa remarked, “I alone cannot
change the world, but I can cast a stone across the
waters to create many ripples.”
A few weeks ago, my oldest son asked me to
jump on the trampoline. We bought it over a year
ago, and I had yet to place foot on it. On this evening, I didn’t really want to jump on the trampoline.
But I made one small decision to do it. That small
decision led to other things, and the whole family
ended up lying on the trampoline looking into the
night sky and having a great conversation that
brought us closer together.
As we went back into the house that night, the
son that asked me to jump on the trampoline gave
me a heartfelt hug and said, “That was a really great
time. Thanks.”

Ask one more question on a traffic stop or interview.
Save a little money from each check, put it into
a retirement account, and harness the power of
compound interest.
Go to bed 15 minutes earlier. Get up 15
minutes earlier.
Turn off the television. I guarantee that you
will not come to the end of your life and regret that
you did not watch more TV.
Listen to that still, small voice in your head the
next time it tells you to do something you feel like
you should have done long ago but have put off
many times in the past.

It’s been said that the gates of history swing on
As a father, that is a huge payoff. I had no idea small hinges. Those of you who’ve experienced a
that when I made that one small decision, I would leak in your ceiling know how fast that pan probe rewarded so immensely only an hour later. If I tecting your floor or furniture fills up with water.
You think about how incredible it is that you have
had said no, I would have missed out on a great
to empty the pan so frequently. Our lives are filled
experience.
So let’s do the small things and see what hap- with daily decision drops. To paraphrase the Buddha, we can’t think lightly of good or bad by thinkpens.
ing, “Well, this is only a small thing so it won’t
Make that small decision to put your phone
matter that much.” Drop by drop is the water pot
down and go on a walk with your kids.
filled. Likewise, true success in life comes little by
Make that small decision to put on your gym
little. Who knows how your future will be affected
clothes. You’re much more likely to work out if
by one small decision today?
you just start small. If you only have 15 minutes to
Conclusion
exercise, that’s good enough for today.
So the next time you wonder whether you
And before leaving the gym, do one more rep.
should or should not do a “small” thing, remember
Make that small decision to call a loved one
Colonel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain and fix
with whom you haven’t spoken in a while. All you your bayonet.
have to do is press the call button and then see
For some awesome recordings of Bob’s stories, visit BobWelsh.com
what happens.
Jesse Williams is the Captain of the New Mexico State Police Training & Recruiting Bureau in Santa Fe, N.M. He is a graduate of New Mexico State University and earned Master’s degrees in Criminal Justice and Public Administration. He enjoys
applying best practices regarding personal wellness and development. He and his wife, Anika, have been marries for 14 years
and are proud parents of five children. Randy Larcher is a Captain with the New Mexico State Police Investigations Bureau.
He graduated from New Mexico State University in 2005 with a degree in history. He is a student of ethics, productivity and
leadership. He lives in Las Cruces, N.M. with his wife April and their four children
Back to Page 1
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FOP COPS AND KIDS
2017 CHRISTMAS SHOPPING RAFFLE

I

t’s time to fund the Annual FOP Cops and Kids Christmas Shopping Event. This year, we are offering two (2) Meijer gift card as two of the winning options.

Tickets are still only $1.00 each or 6 tickets for $5.00. There are plenty of tickets left outstanding, so
someone has tickets if you run out. Every dollar helps, so…. please help to sell these tickets.
THREE (3) PRIZES THIS YEAR:
1st Prize: VIZIO 50” 4K UHD SMART TV
2nd Prize: $300 MEIJER GIFT CARD
3rd Prize: $200 MEIJER GIFT CARD
DRAWING AT THE MEETING ON DECEMBER 19 AND THE WINNER NEEDS NOT BE
PRESENT TO WIN.
1st Prize

2nd Prize

$300
Gift Card

$200
Gift Card
3rdPrize

THE 2017 SHOPPING DATE IS
SATURDAY DECEMBER 2, 2017.
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND
PLAN TO ATTEND. YOU WON’T REGRET IT.
Back to Page 1
FOP #21 and FOPA #8
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(Thanksgiving-Continued from Page 1)

Think of your own children and how much they look forward to Christmas with growing anticipation. Now, imagine if your children were in a different situation where, as Christmas approached, so did
their sense of dread because they knew there would be very little...or nothing at all...under their tree...if
they even had a tree… or a house they could call their own.
This is our chance to do something positive for these children whose only experience with law enforcement may be when we took one of their parents away in handcuffs. Here’s our chance to show
them that when they need help, it’s okay to run TOWARD us without fear.
So mark your calendars now and sign up those volunteer sheets. It’s an experience that will live with
you forever and make you forever grateful for the life that you have. It WILL change you in a positive
way.
So I’ll say it once again… Happy Thanksgiving. Now let’s give a child a great Christmas.
LAST FIVE GUN RAFFLE WINNERS
WK

DATE

NO.

WINNER

CITY

SELLER

29

10/18/2017

606

David L. Will

Ft Recovery

Dave McDaniel

30

10/25/2017

688

David Elwood

Lima

Dave McDaniel

31

11/1/2017

351

Terry Sroufe

Lima

Randy Kohli

32

11/8/2017

117

Greg Boyles

Lima

Dave Boyles

33

11/15/2017

183

Josh Wynkoop

Lima

Darrell Ball

Winners are posted each week to: http://www.fopohio21.org/?page_id=2312 (2016-2017)
and http://www.fopohio21.org/?page_id=2454 (2017-2018)

Officer
Fatality Update
Preliminary 2017 Report
Through November 19, 2017

112
-14%

2017

|

2016

|

Change

Firearms

40

60

-33%

Traffic

41

49

-16%

Other

31

21

+48%

Total

112

130

-14%

The Memorial Fund partners with the Department of Justice
(DOJ), Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) VALOR program,
designed to reduce felonious officer deaths. Check out more
officer safety-related content.

Back to Page 1
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Yucks

Regular naps prevent old
age, especially if you take
them while driving...
Back to Page 1
FOP #21 and FOPA #8
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Lima, Ohio 45801-2758
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DATE
Tuesday
November 21
Thursday
November 23
Saturday
December 2
Sunday
December 3
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MEETING
OFFICER NOMINATIONS
FOR OFF-YEAR ELECTIONS
THANKSGIVING
BE GRATEFUL FOR ALL YOU HAVE
FOP COPS AND KIDS
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENT
ANNUAL FOP MEMBERS
KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY
MEETING

Tuesday
December 19

OFFICER ELECTIONS
SOMERVILLE/ARMENTROUT DINNER
COPS AND KIDS RAFLE DRAWING

Monday
December 25
Sunday
December 31

CHRISTMAS DAY
HONOR THE BIRTH OF OUR PROTECTOR AND
REMEMBER THE LESS FORTUNATE
NEW YEAR’S EVE
THE LAST DAY OF 2017

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, November 21, 2017

Steaks and Chicken

Back to Page 1
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